Bridge to Case Study: 
Context: The legal and social structure of Jim Crow segregation
Jim Crow Era: (Began with black codes in 1865; official dates 1877-1968) 

Activity: View video Understanding Jim Crow from Facing History site https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/video/understanding-jim-crow-setting-setting

Activity: Use the following questions to guide your note-taking and reflection on the video “Understanding Jim Crow”[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  From Facing History and Ourselves Teaching Mockingbird, p. 96.
] 

1. David Cunningham describes Jim Crow segregation as both a system of laws and a system of customs. What is the difference between laws and customs? Which are more difficult to change? 
2. Why did Mississippi and Alabama have fewer formal Jim Crow laws than other states in the South? 
3. In what ways did black and white lives overlap in Chattanooga in the early 1900s? In what ways were they completely separated? 
4. What were some of the unwritten rules of segregation? What were some of the complications around those rules? 
5. How were gender roles different between white and black Americans? 
6. What were the consequences of questioning Jim Crow? How do you think they were different for blacks and whites? 

Activity: Poster Students clarify expectations and parameters of “how society functioned” in Chattanooga during this time period based upon the video, this excerpt from Contempt of Court[footnoteRef:2], and their own knowledge.  [2:  Contempt of Court by Mark Curriden and Leroy Phillips, Jr (2001: Anchor Books, New York)] 
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(Photos of pages can be downloaded and increased in size for projection or printing)
Bridge to Case Study Guiding Question:
How does the “moral universe” in which we live affect the choices we make?

Activity: Mind map/Brainstorm/Venn 
Think about a community in which you are a member—for instance, your school, religious community, family, or group of friends. What are some of the most important rules in that community? Are these rules written down? What are the most important unwritten rules, those not written down but which everyone knows about? 

Activity: Written Reflection 
Write about a pivotal choice you have made in your life or an experience you have had that was influenced by the setting. What other options might have been available to you if you lived in a different place and time? What circumstances would have influenced you to make a different decision? [footnoteRef:3] [3:  From Facing History and Ourselves Teaching Mockingbird, p 48.] 

Bridge to Case Study 
Context: Lynching
The 10-minute video “The Origins of Lynching Culture” provides an overview of the history of lynching and mob justice in the United States. In the video, scholar Paula Giddings explains how the perpetrators of lynching in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries used ideas about Southern womanhood, eugenics, and racial stereotypes to attempt to justify their actions. 

*Note that the video contains some graphic images and descriptions of lynchings and a frank discussion of stereotypes about white women and black men that are important to understanding the history of lynching and the charge at the center of Ed Johnson’s trial. Therefore, we recommend that you preview the video before sharing it with your class.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Adapted from Facing History and Ourselves Teaching Mockingbird, p 109:
] 


The Origins of Lynching Culture in the United States 

After showing the video to the class, you might ask the students to spend a few minutes writing about how it felt to see the images and learn about this disturbing practice. Students can then select a word or phrase from their work to share with the class as part of a Wraparound activity. 





Activity:
After viewing the video “The Origins of Lynching Culture,” and recording your thoughts and feelings about what you saw and learned, use the following questions to guide your note-taking and further reflection (might work well in small groups). 

1.  What is the legal definition of lynching? What constitutes a mob? 
2.  What action did the NAACP take against lynching in the 1920s? 
3.  How did the majority of lynching victims before 1890 differ from the majority after that year? 
4.  What is one of the functions of a racial stereotype, according to Paula Giddings? How do stereotypes relate to “ first-class” citizenship? 
5.  How does Giddings distinguish between rights and privileges? Is “ first- class” citizenship a right or a privilege? 
6.  How did prejudices toward black Americans change in the late nineteenth century? How was science used to justify those prejudices? 
7.  What myths and fears were used to justify the lynching of black men? 
8.  What experiences influenced Ida B.Wells to challenge the custom of lynching? 
9.  What strategy did Wells use to challenge the practice and disprove the myths used to justify it? According to Wells’s observations, what were the real reasons that blacks were being lynched? What is the reality that her work uncovered about the relationships that black lynching victims typically had with white women? 
10. What does Giddings define as the primary function that lynching played in Jim Crow society?[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Facing History and Ourselves The Reconstruction Era and 
the Fragility of Democracy

] 



Equal Justice Initiative’s history of racial terror in the United States may also be viewed for further study and discussion. 
Terror Lynching in America



 Bridge to Case Study Essential Questions:[footnoteRef:6] [6:   Facing History and Ourselves The Reconstruction Era and 
the Fragility of Democracy
] 


· What factors influence our moral growth? 

· What kinds of experiences help us learn how to judge right from wrong? 


· What can a nation’s laws reveal about its universe of obligation?

· What are the consequences of how a society defines its universe of obligation?


· What does it mean to be equal? Is equality necessary for a democracy?
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Ironically,the Cherokees had made the greatst effort ofallIndian.
ibes to adopt the ways of the white man. They became successful
fumers and established a govemment emulating the white man's.
They had established excellent business relations with their white.
counterpares:

But the Cherokees were occupying land that the white man
wanted. and the white man was determined to seize it and no share .
Congress gave the Cherokees two years to leave Georgia and East
Tennessee for @ new territory, now known as Oklshoma. When gov-
canment offcial realized chat most of the Cherokees had not moved,
president Andreww Jackson sent troops t escort the Indians forcibly to
{heie new home west of the Mississippi River. On this expedition,
koown as the *Trail of Tears,” thousands of Cherokees dicd.

By the time the Givil War rolled around, Chattanooga had actually
ansformed itsclf into a progressive city. Very few of is residents
owned slaves. This wasn't because the people were morally opposed

o stavery. The termain of East Tennessce was so mountainous and
Hillythat there was very lidl farming, so that the city grew by devel-
oping manufacauring and commerce. As a result, slavery was not a
msjr controversy for the people of Chattanoogs.

Most of the people living in Chatanooga had moved to the city
from North Carolina, Pennsylvania, and northeastern Virgina. Their
ancesors had foughe the Britsh only a century before, and their fore-
fuhers had played significant roles in the creation and survival of the
Unied States of America. They were not about o turn away from theie
naton. Thus, Chattanooga remained a Union stronghold throughout
the Civil War.

Confederate loyalists considered Chattanooga “occu
tory” because there were so many Northern transplants living there. It
wis the only metropolitan area in Dixie that voted to sty in the
Union; the rest of Tennessee decided to sccede. The ity had over-

Whelmingly favored Lincoln, strongly supported the Republican
Paty,and overwhelmingly ratified the Fourteenth Amendment to the
U, Constitution, also known as the equal-rights amendment.

With near-unanimous support from black people, Republican can-
idtes won mos of Chattanooga's elections following the war. White
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politcians therefore rewarded black supporters with key appoint.
ments to the school board and other political-patronage posiions, A
majority of the city's police force was, for a while, made up of black
officers. In fact, the GOP even nominated and clected a handful of
black men as magistrates, aldermen, clerks, school-board members,
and the firse superintendent of the Chattanooga City School System,
Becween 1880 and 1890, two of the arca’s representatives to the Ten.
nessce Legislature—Styles L. Hutchins and William C. Hodge—were
black.

Most Southern towns experienced rashes of Iynchings, but Char.
fanooga was much more restrained. Becween 1880 and 1930, the
period in which race-based lynchings were commonplace, there were
only three in Chattanooga. By comparison, Nashville, Bimingham,
Knoxville, and Atlana recorded a leasta dozen mob hangings.

But as some Chattanooga leaders pushed for racial harmony and
acceprance,he rest of the state sought o draw clear boundaries for the
races. “Black people may no longer be slaves,” a Nashville columist
wrote, “but whites must find means o reain control over the cob
oreds.” By 1890, the Ku Klux Klan, which was organized and founded
in a small town west of Chattanoogs, had become politically and

socially acive in the state.

Chattanooga eventually followed other Southern cites in adopting
so-called “black codes.” Such codes had one intention: countering
emancipation and disenfranchising black people. One code, for exam-
ple,required that voters be able to read and interpret various secions
of the U.S. Constitution. Offcials waived the requirement for white
people atthe voting precincts bu stringently enforced it when a black
person wanted to cas a bllor. Combined with strict property-owner-
ship requitements and hefty poll axes for voters, che laws effectively

deterred black people from exercising their constitutional right 1

The sate also enacted criminal starutes that were exclusively
punitive toward black peaple. For instance, Tennesse laws provided
that any black person found guilty of assault upon a white woman:
impersonating a white man for carnal purposes, or stealing a horse,
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pule, or baled cotton would automatically be punished by death
here were no similar aws for white people.

Chattanooga’s white leaders also journeyed down the path of seg-
egation through the implementation of Jim Crow laws. Black people
vere separated from their white neighbors when using trains, schools,
parks, theaters, restaurants, public bathrooms, water fountains, and

These segregationist laws were ignited by the 189
US. Supreme Court decision in Plessy, which promoted the idea of
“separate but equal.” They remained in effct unil 1954, when the
1.5 Supreme Court reversed itself in the famed Brown v. Board of
Education

Chartanooga’s attitude toward race was best expressed just weeks
before Noah Parden’s tip to Washington, D.C. As various civic and
community groups struggled with how to deal with the race problem, a
prominent Baptist church voted seventy-four to seventy-one that
black people do have souls and can go to heaven. “Thank God for the
Soddy Baptist Church,” Parden responded sarcasically. “1 just hope
they notified God about their d

When it came to business, Chattanooga was good to both black
and white people. With a major river flowing through the middle of

town, the city had positioned itself as a transportation hub. That repu-
tation only increased when the railroad companies decided to route
their north-south lines through the city.

City fathers possessed an almost religious enthusiasm for iron fac-
tories and steel mills—industries aided by the ability to transport large
amounts of supplies and materials by train and river barge. Cast-iron
soves, frying pans, and iron skillets were made in Chattanooga and
exported throughout the rest of the country. City leaders boasted that
there were cnough jobs available for everybody and that no man need
be out of work. By the end of the century, Coca-Cola had become a
mational brand, rewarding the foresight of the Chattanooga business-
men who first decided to bottle and distribute the soft drink.

However, the town’s ceonomic successes tended to overshadow
the definite social ills that existed. The community suffered from an
exttemely poor educational system. More than 15 percent of the adults
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iving in Chattanooga were llerace. The city recorded a considerably
fate and shorter life spans than the rest of the

higher infant-mortalicy
nation.

If commerce in general was
Chattanooga were thriving. With money
on. By 1906, two generations since the Civil War, there were an

\nusually high number of black lawyers, doctors, and other profession.
‘s practicing in Chattanooga, compared with other Southern ities,
The city icself had a population of about 60,000—one-third of whom

prospering, black-owned businesses in
me opportunities for educa.

were black.

Chattanooga’s economic prosperity actually promoted a more
relaxed racial atcicude, or at least indifference. More important than
black and white was green and silver. And if black people were spend-
ing their newfound wealh in white-owned stores, white business lead-
ers were more than happy to welcome them through the front door and
treat them hospitably.

Chief among those to encourage people toward the idea of a pro-
gressive South was Adolph Ochs, owner and publisher of the Ghat-
tanooga Times. Ochs promoted fair and truchful writing, and less
sensationalism. He used the profits from the Chattanooga paper to buy.
a struggling newspaper in the Northeast called the New York Time.

Ochs’s editorials displayed his views on race and community.

Chattanooga knows no North, no South, no East, no West.
The perfect harmony that has been apparent throughout, the
energy with which the cx-Confederates and the ex-Federals
took hold of the work assigned them, and worked side by side,
was the pleasing feature of the occasion, and one particularly
characteristic of Chatanooga,

We must learn to set aside or suppress our prejudices
against the Negro. If we are to succeed as a city, they must be

successful as a people. They must be fully educated and
respected as a people, d
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SCENE OF THE CRIME

BY ALL ACCOUNTS, Chattanooga is deserving of its morto “che sceric
ity The name “Chartanooga” is Indian in origin, meaning “a moun-
ain coming ta poine.” The ity sis in the shadows of historic Look-
out Mountain and Missionary. Ridge—owo well-known Civil War
batdlegrounds. Through the heart of town cuts the mighty Tennessee
River.

‘The birch of Chattanooga was surongly associated with racism, but
it was nor dirccted against African-Americans. At the beginning of
Tennessee’s statchood, in 1796, most of ts land was Indian terrtory,
‘dominated by the proud Cherokees. It was the Western frontier of the
nation, the Appalachian Mountains having formed a substancial barrier
o carler development

In 1815, John Ross started a ferry servi

c down the Tennessee
River. He developed a trading stc in the state's southeast corner that
would later be called Chartanooga. By the 18305, Ross had become
prominent business lcader among the Cherokees and white men. But
28 commerce in the new teritory prospered, white business and
icalleaders n the East decided the nation needed to ake possession
of the arca. Employing fraudulent and bogus treaties, the United

States mk‘m: Position that the Cherokees had ceded or sold their
fands  whitesin Tennessce and Georgi





